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DO 501: BASIC CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY 
 
William Kostlevy, Instructor 
Summer 2004 
Email address: bill_kostlevy@asburyseminary.edu 
Or 
Kostlevy@fuller.edu 
Office hours: Tuesday 1:30-3:00 PDT 
Office Phone (626) 584-5311 
 
I. Purpose:  This course is to provide an introduction to systematic theological 
reflection.  Students will be introduced to theological method and major areas of 
Christian doctrine and the doctrinal emphasis of Asbury Theological Seminary.  
 
II. Objectives: 
 
1. Develop a working theological vocabulary that will support further study in 
theology and related disciplines.     
2. Clearly articulate all major areas of Christian Doctrine including Christology, 
soteriology, and eschatology.   
Grapple confidently with significant issues in current theological debate  
 
III. Welcome and Available Support. 
 
Welcome to ExL and basic Christian Theology.  I look forward to my opportunity to 
explore the foundations of the Christian fith with you.  
 
For administrative support contact Kevin Osborn [exl_director@asburyseminary.edu.   
 
For general questions regarding the ExL program, contact Kevin Osborn at 
ExL_Director@asburyseminary.edu or Extended_Learning@asburyseminary.edu. 
 
For technical support, contact Jared Porter at ExL_Support@asburyseminary.edu. 
 
For library research support, contact Information Commons at 
Information_Commons@asburyseminary.edu. 
 
For interlibrary loans, contact Dot James at Dot_James@asburyseminary.edu. 
 
Library/Information Commons Resources 
Link: http://www.asburyseminary.edu/library 
Email: Information_Commons@asburyseminary.edu 
Toll-Free: 1-866-454-2733 
 
ExL students are encouraged to make use of local libraries, if possible. However, 
library services are always available to students through the Asbury Seminary 
Library. All requests for books and journal articles should be made online by going to the 
following link: http://asbury.hosts.atlas-sys.com/illiad/logon.html.   
Advanced Research assistance is available by contacting Hannah Kirsch 
(Hannah_Kirsch@asburyseminary.edu), which includes using various online databases, 
or doing research on a specific topic. 
     To request material from the Asbury Seminary Library, please follow the instructions 
on the library loan page (http://asbury.hosts.atlas-sys.com/illiad/logon.html).  Students 
who live within a 50 mile radius of either the Florida or the Wilmore campus should 
come to campus to obtain their materials. 
     Please allow 5-10 business days for all requests to be filled. ExL students are 
billed for the cost of photocopies (5 cents per page) if the materials are not available in 
electronic format; however, shipping via media rate is free. (Media rate normally takes 5 
business days for shipping, but it can take two weeks to addresses in the West).  Express 
mail services (prices vary according to weight) and scanning (5 cents per page in pdf 
format) are also available.  Requests generally require 1-2 business days to be processed.  
Plan ahead and make your requests early enough to allow for shipping and processing! 
 
IV. Course Assignments and Requirements 
 
The foundation for our class consists in mastering the assigned reading and lectures.  A 
second part of our class will be classroom discussions.  A question will be posted in the 
“discussion center” and you will be asked to respond (limited to 100 words) to the 
question and each other.  This inter-action will occur during the second week of our two-
week modules.  Feel free to disagree and challenge each other.  All I ask is that we 
respect each other and remember that we do not all come from identical Christian 
traditions.   If for some rare reason, you are unable to take part in a discussion, please let 
me know in advance.  A final requirement will be a 10-15-page paper on the work of a 
modern theologian.  For ideas, please look at the bibliography in McGrath or Yoder or 
consult with the instructor.  I will give you more detailed instruction for this project.  .       
 
V. Grading 
 
70% of your grade will be based on the mid-term and final exam.  20 % on the paper and 
10 % class discussion. 
 
VI. Required Texts 
 
Alister E. McGrath, Christian Theology: An Introduction 3rd edition (2001).  
 
John Howard Yoder, Preface To Theology: Christology and Theological Method  (2002).    
 
Barry L. Callen and William C. Kostlevy, eds. Heart of the Heritage (2001). 
 
Bud Robinson, Bees in Clover (1921). 
 
VII. Course Outline and Assigned Readings 
 
Module 1. June 1-12. Historical Background 
 
A. Read McGrath, 1-261.     
 
B. Assignment. Introduce yourself to the class.  (See my profile as an example.)  On 
June 7, join in the class discussion.    
 
Module 2. June 14-26. God     
 
A. Read McGrath, 265-344, Callen and Kostlevy, 7-77, 81-83, 101-124, Yoder, 9-143.    
 
C. Assignment. Class discussion begins June 21.  By June 25 decide upon the 
theologian whom you are planning to write about for your paper.  
 
Module 3.  June 28-July 10 Person of Christ 
 
A. Read McGrath, 345-405, Yoder, 147-223, 328-376.     
  
B. Assignments. No Class discussion.  Exam will be due July 10. 
 
Module 4.  July 12-24 Salvation: Justification and Sanctification  
 
A. Read McGrath, 406-475, Yoder, 227-239, 281-327, Callen and Kostlevy, 127-149.    
 
B. Assignment. Class discussion begins October 20.   
 
Module 5. July 26-August 7 The Church   
 
A. Read McGrath, 476-533, Callen and Kostlevy, 176-196, 215-252   
 
B. Assignment.  No Class discussion.  Paper on theologian is due August 5. 
 
Module 6.  August 9-21 Last Things 
 
A. Read McGrath, Irvin, 553-577, Yoder, 240-280, Kostlevy and Callen, 325-356    
 
B. Assignment. No class discussion. 
 
Finals Week. August 23-27 (Exam will be posted) 
 
 
 
